
St. John Paul II Parish, Sellersburg IN  
The First Fifteen  

 
The Spiritual Life and Evangelization Commission has asked that all parish meetings 
begin with a program we are calling “The First Fifteen.” We are asking all parish 
meetings to begin with a few minutes of faith sharing. One person in the group reads 
the reading provided below (which corresponds with this next week’s weekend 
readings) and everyone is given an opportunity to reflect and share on the readings. 
The questions below are simply a way to stimulate your reflection. You can use them 
or anything that strikes you about the word of God.  
 
Sunday, September 23, 2018  
Gospel: Mark 9:30-37  
Jesus and his disciples left from there and began a journey through Galilee, but he did not wish 
anyone to know about it.  He was teaching his disciples and telling them, “The Son of Man is to 
be handed over to men and they will kill him, and three days after his death the Son of Man will 
rise.” But they did not understand the saying, and they were afraid to question him. 

They came to Capernaum and, once inside the house, he began to ask them, “What were you 
arguing about?”  But they remained silent.  They had been discussing among themselves on the 
way as to who was the greatest.  Then he sat down, called the Twelve, and said to them, “If 
anyone wishes to be first, he shall be the last of all and the servant of all.”  Taking a child, he 
placed it in their midst, and putting his arms around it, he said to them, “Whoever receives one 
child such as this in my name receives me; and whoever receives me, receives not me but the 
One who sent me.”  

Questions to Ponder: 
1. As Jesus predicts his arrest, death and resurrection the disciples are confused but 

are afraid to question him. Why were they afraid?  How would you handle this news 
if you had been a disciple? 

2. Again Jesus uses a small child to teach a lesson to the disciples. How does our 
parish help children and adults come closer to Jesus? Which of these ministries 
does your family participate in? 

3. Do you feel special when you consider how you were chosen by Jesus?  How do 
you respond to being special? 

End with the “Glory Be” 

“Glory be to the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, as it was in the beginning is 
now and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen” 

 



 


